THE ROAD TO INDEPENDENCE

Ireland from the Act of Union to Irish Free State

The Easter Rising of 1916 and War of Independence which followed in 1919-21 have had a
profound influence on the shaping of modem Ircland. The political and social background to
1916 emerge from the preceding decades and failure of Britain to grant a measure of Home Rule
to Ireland. Cultural developments of the late nineteenth century were significant including the
creation of organisations such as the Gaelic Athletic Association, Gaelic League and Sinn Féin.

The establishment of the Ulster Volunteers threatening to oppose Home Rule by force led
directly to the creation of the Irish Volunteers to defend the measure. The Irish Volunieers were
infiltrated by The Irish Republican Brotherfiood whose aim was an Irish Republic. The
outbreak of war in 1914 and subsequent shelving of Home Rule provided a catalyst for some to
believe an armed uprising could now succeed where earlier attempts had failed. The
republicans of 1916 regarded themselves as heirs to the republicanism of Wolfe Tone and the
United Irishmen of 17%0s, *Young Ireland’ of the 1840s and the Fenians of the 1860s.

The story is illustrated under the following loosely chronological groupings which include
some of the personalities involved.
Section |. Ireland under the Union -
Crisis and Union, Damel O Connell and Catholic Emancipation,
The Great Famine, Emigration, the Fenians.
Section 2. The demand for Home Rule and its origins -
Land League, Pamell and Gladstone, the Gaelic revival, Sinn Féin,
Constitutional Nationalism and John Redmond.
Section 3, Arms and Armies -
Ulster Volunteer Force, Irish Volunteers,
Irish Citizen Army, First World War,
Section 4, The Easter Rising of 1916 -
Consequences and the War of Independence.
Section 5. A Nation Once Again -
Provisional Government, Irish Free State.

Philatelic descriptions in italics.
* indicating particular interest or rarity.

Bibliography.
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Circle — Sections 12 tol5 (September 2013 - March 2015) discuss “political’ labels.

Crisis and Union — The Volunteers.

The Volunteers were a locally based amateur military force raised during 1778-79 for police
and anti-invasion duties following the transfer of regular troops to combat the American
Revolution. They developed a political aspect through links with “patriot’ politicians who
sought greater independence from England. With more than 80,000 members they were an
effective pressure proup and helped gain legislative independence in 1782 but declined
thereafter.

“"Dublin Volunteers on College Green, 4 November [770" —

Francis Wheatley (National Gallery of Ireland, Dublin)
Gallery posteard,

Newspaper 1ax stamp. This one penny type, [ 785-88.
Each pair of plates of 25 stamps bore the same plate number,
Here plate G, the line through the stamp number, 322, indicates first recu.
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William Pitt, the British Prime Minister,

determined on a union of the two parliaments and

[No. 360

[Lertrr-Box in Palace-Strer:

from January, 1801 Ircland became part of the
“United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland™,

Crisis and Union — Henry Grattan and Wolfe Tone.

The American War of Independence influenced [rish politics. A resemblance was seen between
the North American colonists and Ireland in the Imperial framework and during the late
eighteenth century pressure grew for greater political independence.

Wolfe Tone, a voung Protestant barrister, argued that the Irish Catholics and Protestant radicals
should co-operate to achieve reform. Adopting his ideas the “United Irishmen™ were formed.



Waolfe Tone and the rebellion of 1798,

Act of Union, 1801.

Crisis and Union — Crisis and Union -

Wolfe Tone managed to obtain the support of revolutionary France for a rebellion in [reland,
however, the expedition of Hoche failed in 1796 as did the rebellion of 1798,
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Newspaper report of arrest, trial and sentence of death.

‘Bell's Weekly messenger’

London, 18% November, [ 798
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Following the collapse of the 1798 rebellion, William Pitt, the Eri.tish Fi‘ime Minister,

introduced a bill to abolish the Irish parliament and create a union between Ireland and Britain.

The Act of Union became law on 1™ January 1801.
There was great opposition from the protestant class who controlled the parliament.
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Ireland under the Union — Daniel O’Connell - Emancipation and Repeal.

The Catholic majority who were excluded from parliament were promised rights under the
Union. The promise was not kept and so a campaign was led by O’Connell during the early

decades of the century until emancipation was achieved in 1829,
In 1929 the first commemarative stamps

af the Irish Free State were to mark the
Centenary of Catholic emancipation.

o Violet specimen handstamp of the
> Bechuanaland P.Q. on UPU distribution {ex-Dulin)
¥ Embossed portrait

by Whiting.

Following the success of his Catholic Association which had won Catholic emancipation he
founded the “Loyal National Repeal Association of Ireland™ (membership card below) to work
for repeal of the Union and establishment of a separate legislature in Dublin.

Ireland under the Union — Daniel O’Connell.

Following Catholic Emancipation O"Connell could sit at Westminster as an M.P.
and so was entitled to Free Franking privilege

Dublin to London, 26 December, 1829

When the *Mulready” design of postal stationery became subject to ridicule by means of
caricature several showed O Connell.

Southgate No. 4 — "Blarney Stone ", the lion has the face of O Connell. The Irish M P.s at
Westminster were knmown as his “Tail .

! i) ihgade b, A paRE

Londaon ro Farnham, Swrrey, 17 July, 1840




Ireland under the Union — Daniel O’Connell.

O'Connell was a significant enough figure to have memorabilia produced at the time.

Letter seal with his portrait.

angford, England to Kilmarnock, Scotland, 1849,

Hap  rimdie o dawTEL 0 Cammets s Frank
Lotay® fo Fullrowks & Bam 75 fagivies 5*

“Fac...similie of DANIEL O'CONNELLS'S Frank”

“Free'" fronts were collected at the time for the signatures upon them

O Connell was in such demand that a contemporary facsimile was produced in Dublin,

Ireland under the Union — Daniel O°Connell.

*‘Mulready' design cancature showing O Connell

L] '|'|'-_‘|l m i."‘
ﬁm a HJ.-nr-;.- ]
t |r| .! " ;

*4{ckermann & Co. - “The Rent Mill” Cambridge 10 Untoxeter, 13 October, 1841

In their book on British llustrated Envelopes, Bodilv, Hahn & Jarvis record three examples of
this envelope and call it " The Primt Mill"". The design actually says “Rimt”" and | suggest this is

simply the lrish pronunciation of the word “Rent”. O 'Connell’s supporters subscribed a penny

each week collected by their Parish Priest and this became known as "' The Catholic Rent ™,
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Ceniral Bank of Ireland £20. (1995-1997)
164 million printing with these signatures over 12 dates and this is 19.08.986,

series AIB — LIB.



Ireland under the Union — Relief of the distressed Irish 1822,

[_ocalised and limited food crises affected the west in 1799-1801, 1816-17, 1822 and 1831 but
nothing to prepare for the shock of the Great Famine of 1845-30,

The London Committee for the Relief of the Distressed Irish raised a substantial fund in 1822
for the relief of famine and distress in [reland.

On i.ha Business of the ﬂnmmttee for the Relief

London to Avlesbury, 27 July, 1822, (front)
The Committee received the benefit of Free Frank privilege for a shart time.
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Ireland under the Union — The Great Famine.

An increase in population had been made possible by sub-division of holdings and reliance on
the great yield from small area of the potato. Potato Blight struck in 1845 and again in 1846
causing catastrophic famine.

*.

Cork Society of Friends soup kitchen.

Both pictures are taken from the
MNustrated London News. (Original —)

Strokestown to Dublin, 2 January, 1848,
Report addressed to “Central Relief Commirtee, Society of Friends ... Dublin” (Quakers)



Ireland under the Union — S s
The Great Famine, an appeal. = i

" /

L SR

Ireland under the Union — Emigration.

Emigrants took with them memories of the Famine and the inadequate response of the
establishment. This kept alive an anti-British attitude and meant there was great support in
America, both politically and financially, for Irish independence.

AN HUETA. MFE

“Emigrants waiting to board ship "l wstration from the Tllustrated London News”.
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Charleville, Co. Cork to Dublin, 1840. 13 A receipt for the remittance sent to Ireland from America. y
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Ireland under the Union — Emigration.

Settled emigrants purchase a passage for those still at home giving rise to *chain migration” of
family or district. Emigration was taking place before the Great Famine increased the numbers,

e b

s . el
o fwﬁqp'a Eﬁff{fmfr. afearid, on ﬁfom" i'.-E:

{r’iﬁm - ,._,___: : Hﬁh_r - _ﬁ«-ﬁ-!:;.u Fo

i iR
L= o .-""j o s
e g o e e
= ey T
" - e T
The Agewts of the "r'r-nl wrill Infurm tlhiswbosrs mamid h.-Fu,gu' of Feasin pers U e iggalibed for 11 umu[ of tle Bhip, «f wieth Ly
will pdowew iske dos noties, wiad bring e Eedier with 1hiem, o= it s their :l'l.'l_;rnlhmu IIMu.anmh“'lﬂn mlln.grp'l for Lhem | &inl by casn I|.'|l|'i:|'
ANl P, l.lﬂ:f will 1|lr:|.l reliirs Ul jessagn order G Uheir Seivmlacin foorios who ssttled for thelr pramga,
1 nay af yoor maighliowrs and frionds wish o smbak for Asodes, pou will pliees s om et thoy s ebtsln preages Ty oppiyiag i
thir Aguais i Bealfist ar Liverpaol, Ty letber, ot paid.

o

MATTHWSN, BRLL & OO0 N 11 Chaplan Liverpal—ar E 3
AT
MALCOMEGN & BELIs Mol Dueged (uay, el :

TR o o B #5 EIH-E

New York to Omagh, Co. Tj':'une'. 1835,
" A steerage passage.....from Belfast to this port” |4,

Emigration - American Civil War.

Irish emigrants took part in the Civil War which gave military experience and influenced them
to support physical force to achieve Irish independence.
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