5.1.1 Faster And Faster

The world road racing championships with various classes grew out of national championships and Grands Prix.

‘World Championships
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To increase competition in Europe
series of races in several countries,
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2 WW Il the world road racing championships started in 1949 as an annual
I'here were classes for different sizes of engine such as the 250 cc class in the 1956

German Grand Prix, but Switzerland banned road racing in 1957 as it thought any form of motor racing was dangerous.
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5.01.1 Faster And Faster

Winning is to be sovoured like the memory of great chumpions,

and French Grands
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Emissed supestike on reverse

T'he circuit at Brmo, now in the Czech Republic, hosts the Caech Grand Prix, o world chumpionship event. The ltalian
% remain fixtures on the championship calendar.  San Marino runs a world championship event,
The *superbike” class has become a world championship event since 1988,

Champions and Speed Records

. Speed records originsted from speed trials on rosds, but other venues had 1o be sought
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Johin Surtees - anly
world champion on
two und four wheels.

Michael Doohan

Valentino Rossi

The winning machines and riders are acknowledged with the chequered flag, and what memorable champions
there have been!  The line stretches from Stanley Woods in the 1920k (o today s charismatic Valenting Rossi,
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Brooklands and o road st Ingolstudt were the earl
records, but something better was needed for strem

pes for Joe Wright, and Ernst Henne on Metzeler tyres, o set world mator-cyele speed
d machines to go faster.  The German autobahn proved ideal for breaking records and

50 NSU gained the record.  As speed increased New Zealand's Oreti beach and then Utah’s salt Nlats have been used 1o set new world records,
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502 lsland OF Dreams
The venue for the world famous “TT" (Tourist Trophy) races sinee 190
It was chosen as the ban on racing on public roads in Exrope could be
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100 TSLE OF MAN

7 und Munx Grand Prix since 1923 is the Isie of Man,
circumvented in the island by closing ull of the rosds.

TT Races
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From a modest start in 1907, the TT is held annually in June
riders carried o bag for a wolkit.  Sidecar rcing was introd

It was called “Tourist Trophy® because the
uced in 1923, The TT continued until 193%,

recommencing after WW I in 1947 with | I
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Its 50™ anniversary in 1957 and Grandstund buili ot the start in 1974 are just

5012 Bsland OF Dreams
The attructions of the TT are as strong os ever as are the attret)

two of the milestones that have added 1o the stature of the TT.

ons of its younger companion, the Manx Grond Prix.

TT and Mans Grands Prix
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The TT"s popularity has not diminished despite its cancellation in 2001 due 1 foot and mouth disease or loss of we
stutus. 1t still draws funs s seen on the ferry quaysi

bl

e, Traditional features such as displays by the Purple Helmets and Red Amows
teamis, the *Roads Open’ car, and Boy Scouts manning the scoreboand, also hive attractions. but the riders and machines are the stars.
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The Manx Grand Prix for amateur riders has been held on the Isle of Man annually in September since 1923, They
compete on the same course s their | sonal breth The Girand. | ngain pravides a post office for fans.




52 Up Hill And Down Dale
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Hill climbs are timed climbs of steep hills, the fastest ascent winning. Those run over rough ground developed into moto-cross,

Hill Climbs
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The *Ecce Homo' hill elimb was also o famous event.

Hill elimbs are based in Europe,  Some are quite Tamous like the Black Forest, Opatijo and Klausen events, the latter falling victim to the Swiss ban on road mcing
racing (see Chapter 5.1.1). In Austria the Grossglockner and Vienna High Road were used.

Mountainous
areas are ideal for hill climbs. The Harz were used for a three day hill climb in 1938 by the NSKK (see Chapter 4.4.2) and the Krkonossky provided another venue.
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52 Up Hill And Down Dale
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Moto-cross predominated in Evrope for many years with meetings held almost every weekend. It is most
spectacular as riders cope with hills, bends, mud, sand, grass and jumps, and depends upon superb fitness,

55 was first called bi

After WW I the hill climbs a1 Teplice, Monschau and Avignon were revived,

g It developed from hill climbs in England, is run cross country on any surface, and has spread worldwide.

At some events sidecars and cors also compete

Moto-Cross
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Sidecars compete and there is o world championship with classes based on engine size.
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53 Feet Up And Feet Down

Trints, later renamed enduros, started in the early 19005 as reliability events and involve riders keeping their feet off

the ground. More technical events followed in the 19705 In moto-ball riders need to keep their feet on the ground

Trials and Enduros
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5.3 Feet Up And Feet Down
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Frinks are a test of rider and machine on the most difficult terradn imaginable.  Riders tackle virtually impossible routes consisting of mud, rocks, streams,
ctc and lose marks for o stop, putting their feet down or slow timing.  National und international ¢
The Second International Four Days Trial at Jena was run by the GST (see Chopter 4.4.2).  Special mochines are used such as Montesa trial motor-cycles,

ents held over one or several days are well established,
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I the 1980s trials were renamed “enduros” (Spanish for hardening, persistent) which well encompassed long distance triaks. already

called enduros like this sidecar event in Russia. The International Six Days Trial (*ISDT") is the suprem

est of reliability for solos

and sidecars held in a different country each year. In Austrin in 1939 political interference caused the ISDT resulis to be cancelled.

A further look at the Intemational Six Day Trial and then glimpses at biathlon and football on motor-cycles,

Trinls, Technies and Moto-Ball
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MNational teams compete for the major ISDT honours and until the 1980s the winning
country hosted the fx ing year's event " teams compete for their
own trophy as well.  “Technics', orienteering und shooting. o motor-cyche biathlon,
emerged from trials in East Germany via the control of the GST (see Chapler 4.4.2).
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Maoto-ball is football played on motor
-cycles, It was very popular from the
19305 10 the 1970s with Russia play-
ing host to the 1967 world moto-hall
championships. Since then this spon
has not been seen too frequently until
quite recently in Germany, The game SMTMONAY, EIROR T MOTORON
is played on a much larger pitch than ool B
foothall with un over-size ball and on
machinery that is specially adapted. ‘:"PQT"
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54 On The Slant

The technique adopied by riders in some motor-cycle sports, ke speedway, ice, sand and grass irack raci

g
depends on shanting their machines into the comers of short oval circuits 1 get round as quickly as possible,
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Speedway began in America in 1902 on dint tracks where Clenn Curtiss, the aviator, made his first mark.
It spread 1o Europe where slanted comering was ideal on cinder tracks. It was popular in Crechostovakin

where the Golden Helmet
Lobkowicee
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s ran from 1929 to 1965, and o memorial event held for a crash victim, J.B,
It was popular 100 in Hungary and Sweden, which produced world champion, Ove Fundin,
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54 On The Slant

The same shanting technique on comers as used in speedway is employed in ice, sand and grass rack meing.

Major international events like the European and World Specdwary Championships are organised by the FIM (see Chapter 4.4.2) with
qualifying rounds run in different countries. Organisations fike the “BBM”, the Bavarian Motorsport Club, look afier the competitors

lee, Sand and Grass Track Racing
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Tee racing commenced in Sweden in the 19205 on frozen lakes. 1t is dari
spiked tyres with safety guards over the wheels to protect the riders from injury.

Sand meing also uses short oval circuits and the same slanting style on comers.
on beaches like Daytona.  Courses are set out at low tide,

It s run inla

. It began in America in the 1920s
oo on oval tricks on flat sandy termin,
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and dangerous, run on specially frozen circuits using

It is # popular winter sport in Morthern Europe.

Cirnss track racing developed from spesdway in the 1920s on
is the same as for speedway for both solos « ccars.
track racing as well as for road racing and for hill climbs.

flar or hilly long rack grass circuits,

The style adopted
The Bergring at Teterow was used from the 1930s for grass
The Sideup Club used Brands Hatch for grass track mcing.

* Alrgragh used by Thritlsd Frrces serving averseus in WW IL



55 Showing The Flag

HRallies eventually replaced road racing as the only competi

event for motor-cyeles to be run on public

roads. Competitive rallies for motor-cycles have grown alongside more sedate and friendly socinl events,
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Rallies may be endurance runs or events with timed stages, often with cars

They may be organised gatherings held ot an attractive location

or run for one make of machine, Recently Jong distance events have emerged which test riders to their limits even with royalty taking pan

The Paris-Dakar Rally has become the supreme test, but the 2009 Rally from Portugal was cancelled due to terrorism and run since then in Argentina, Yet riders
still show the flag in the Andes. The many developments and uses of the lron Steed over 125 years illustrated in Chaplers | to 5 are not without some concerns.

6. Nemesis

The evolution of

[the motor-
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over the last 125 years has not been without 1

environmental |

lution, but these are being
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years o obey the codes of road safety

needed in traffic, so

Cireat care

keep your distance in traffic, do not carry more than one passenger on your scooter, and wear something distinctive.
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Drinking and driving is definitely out!  Weaving in and out of traffic can be dongerous.  Stop
ghts and at pedestrian crossings and wear a crash helmet at all times.

when required st traffic

6.1 Danger
uch concern for safety and
i by education and improvement worldwide.
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Less Accidents, Safer Riders and Machines
Accidents may be aveided with improved rider training, safer machines and technical skills

GMTS, = Guermsey Motor-Cyele Trnining Sehool
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Accidents cannot always be avoided, so insurance is essentinl as are good riding techniques and roadcraft scquired
through formal trai from a motor-cycle school.  Safety improvements to motor-cycles are essential too, These

can include & hom, a windscreen to fend off min and spray, and enclosed mudguards 1o reduce spray from the road
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Otther safety measures include rear view mirrors and leg guards.  Youth classes are encournged as they provide technical knowledge of motor-

* Publicity cand sold for 35 yen, everprinted *Specimen’ eyeles. All these aspects feature in today’s motar-cyele making the Iron Steed vastly safer, although totally missing from the original Einspur.

6.2 Pollution Environmental Cancerns

Mator-cycles ulong with other vehicles can pollute the environment.  So, the motor-gycle industry and governments
worldwide have introduced and 1o provide envi lly friendly benefits now and in future
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A ride though pollution free strects is a bygone pleasure. They can be full of traffic and pollution to which motor-cycles have partly contributed.
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I'he volumes of traffic and exhaust fumes bring no pleasure to a ride into the city, it may no longer
be possible o take a pleasant ride into the countryside 100 without becoming part of a traffic problem,



6.2

Environmental Concerns

Pollution
Abandoned vehicles and factory smoke can cause pollution just as much as excessive noise and fumes
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Motor-cycles which are no longer useful can cause an env | problem if abandoned at the side of the road as the unsightly detritus
of war or in the desert during a rally.  The smoke from motor-cyele factories and motor-cyeles themselves creates environmental hazards
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6.2 Pollution

Perf 145

Anti-

Badly fitted motor-cycle exhaust systems may generate annoyingly loud engine noise and alarm horses.  Motor-cycles also
contribute to traffic problems and produce 1oxic fumes especially in tunnels.  So how are all these concemns being ckled?

pollution measures have been taken by governments und the motor-cyele industry,  Much has been achieved, but what of the future?

Perf 155

Counter Measures and the Future
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North Korea has banned motor-cycles in some regions of outstanding natural beauty whilst Austria has its traffic-free
In fusture solar (OAMTC - see Chapler 4.4.2) o i
15 125 years ride has produced since the primitive beg

days,

ments

of old motor-cyeles and cars, the Czechs set up a *Great Re-cyeling Lottery’
uper-croms events are run indoors 10 avoid the ban on meing in Switzerland (see Chapter 5.1.1) and preserve
. and Honda boasts it is environmentally friendly, Nonetheless, floods can be o sethack 1o anti-pollution measures,

Effective exhaust systems
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