4.2.2 Specialised Services

Motor-cycles and sidecars may also provide a Special Delivery service
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T'he USA and Haiti used Harley-Davidson and Puch machines for Special Delivery of

mail. After Herculean efforts Specinl Delivery that included a motor-cyele might fiil
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The motor-cycle messengers used by the British Post Office to carry telegrams from
1933 to 1981 have been superseded by the private courier carrying urgent messages,

** Souvenir ickegram with envelope slso used in 1936 o Portsmoath and Southsca.

** 3¢ cmbossed envelope with 10c. Special Dielivery sent from Newcastle, Indiana, 23 kan 1935 10 passenger sboard ship suiling
from New Yaork noon Jan 19 Cnrrbed by trains (KOs with backstampn ), rec by GPOL New Yok, 0930 lies 25 lun 1936, MNonunnare » soanmwers " s lrpl“l
Delivered to ship by motor-chcle. but cachet added, ‘OFFERED al ADDRESS 123 1212 and "Cause of Noo-Delivery hot
sadbed’. Cachet idided 27 lun 19 verse. “Tow late for delivery. Recetved st French Line Dack Pier 37, 55, Sailod JAN FAABHA QHUPEKUMA HA MOWMTE, TEMNEFFASHTE M TENEGOHHTS
25 1936 « ¥ e’ "RECT TOO LATE' cachet adeded 1o frant; "openied by mistake’ endorsed on back. Add: ogp. ¥ ‘
rews deleed in ruI French address added and conelope send 1o | rance where back stumpe revelpt “Levallods 11 Feb 1914 5 1% o Coaps W
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Wide use of sidecars was made for quick delives ina and bulkier parcels in Bulgaria
The sidecars of the postal messengers in Buenos Aires are now displayed in the Postal Museum
4.2.2 Specialised Services Special Deliveries
Solo machines and sidecars have been used worldwide for a whole range of particular postal services,
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Port of Felixstowe courier service.
The Datapost service in London, now ‘Parcelforce’, is performed by solo machines which are also useful for localised services,
but a sidecar may be used in an unusual role as in Mexico to carry post on rmilway tracks like 1 chine (1921-1925).
-
*® Partlally miwsing ‘1 {Déscount | security underpring with nommal *[V Discount POST OF F ICE T E L EG RAPH S
SOUVENIR TFLEGRAM
POST OFFICE EXHIBITION
BATH 1936
Envelope posmarked st Westficld 15 Mar 1928 on the fina day of operation of the
Experimental Alplane-Matarcycle Coutler Service, carrhed i Hanford by sidocar
The USA Air Mail Service also used a sidecar to feed mail into Contract Air Mail Route No. |
(CAM #1) in New England. The experiment ceased because the courier was not quick enough.
Esle of Man !



4.3 Duty Calls

Military and police authorities universally were quick 1o recognise the versatility of the Iron Steed for them in a variety of roles,
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4.3.1 Combat

M O SPYE SETViE.
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WW I was the first major conflict in which the motor-cycle played a role.  The Russian and German Armies recognised its use in combat

The Russians established o training school for their motor-cyelists and the Germans formed special motor-cyele combat units

Combat
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** French Forces postal stationcry cand providing froe postage fior military forces (FM

Invading German Panzer units and their motor-cy,
that depicted an armed sidecar as a deterrent aga

By the time WW 1l started motor-cyeles had become much more reliable, so military authorities could use them more widely and glamorise their role.
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® April 1941 postal stationcry mothf repented on *Armed Forces Heomes' § plg. stamp 21 Mar 1943

*® pidian Armed Forces fekdpost card perted 21 Sep 1943 froum soldier
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® German Army fiekipost card posted 25 Jan 1943 from soldier on active service

Sidecar units in action made good exciting propaganda for the German war machine as did *rupid troops” escorting tanks
for the Italians. However, life at the front in midwinter 1942/43 was hardly likely to be as idyllic as the picture suggesis!



431 Combat

Wartime Transport
The versatility of the motor-cycle was exploited in wartime in many roles and not always by the military

Gth JUME 1944

Sidecar gunships Kettekrad

entering Budapest personnel carrier ‘Excelsior Welbike' made st WELwyn | - | 1
by Special Operations for use on D Day

by the Royal Engineers despatch riders, SEUANKINELLALY
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* Cover with registered feldpost babel sent from Swiss Army Motor-Cyele Company No. 10 backstamped Geneva 30 Apr 1940,

The Swiss Army, which included different kinds of motor-cyele units, provided postage stamps for

* N Avmmcr] Forces Ximas groctings postal stationery send i Do 1948 10 UK by Britlsh shdier still serving in ndin afler WW 11 its various military groups. The stamps were valid for use by soldiers via the normal postal service.

Support transport for the army in India included elephants as well as motor-cycles!

432 Despatches Despatch Rider Letter Service

Armies worldwide use despatch riders for carrying urgent messages during times of war and ol peace.

** Munwscript
WW | DRLS
cachet

U= tas Magesiys Service, . °
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** Maicking
Iesiegad stamp

** Army Tebegraph enveliope st from Walmaramstad, South
Adfricn, 20 May 1902 s Thomas Lessk, store-keeper in the town

In the Sudanese and Boer Wars the telegraph and bicycle used by the British Army for urgent despatches were found
to be oo limited, slow and insecure.  As a result the British Army decided in WW I that a safe, swift and secure means of conveying
despatches would be by motor-cycle.  So, as a pant of the Corps of Signals, it created the Despateh Rider Letter Service, the ‘DRLS’
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Letter sent v | Tan 1945 frans FPO 079, Milne Bay, w0 Nogura sesd carries by motoe-cycle
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The ‘DRLS" was greatly improved during WW 11 especially with the provision of machines which came with *teledrulic’
front forks and camouflage much appreciated by despatch ruicn Thﬂ: service wits ded 100 ign fronts )// S- — ey
using British Commonwealth troops including the Caribbean Regiment, and the Australian and the South Arm‘an Anmics,
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** Msnuscripl ‘DRLS" cachet on capiared Tulian envelope sem | Dec 1941 from South African Army Signals, Ethiopia, 0 C1
Command 16, Kenys,  Hackstamped 24 Dee 1941 “Express Letter Service Nairobi® and deliverod by “DRLS” o Comemand 110




4.3.2 Despatches

Military Couriers
Despaich riders have eventually become military couriers in more peaceful times.
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Delivery affice receip by addeesse for mail carried by Hritish Armed Forces Courier Service 2 Mar 1971

Following WW 11 despatch riders continued 1o carry out their role as fast couriers delivering military . Even James Bond
in ‘For Your Eyes Only" became a despatch rider in the Armed Forces Courier Service, the ultimate successor 1o the *DRLS"

* Ajrgraph from Dritish dexpatch rider serving overseas in WW
W prinied from s microfilm to reduce the weight of the mails
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AcN i A * et Armed Furces chasified mail with manuscript endorsement in red, “Not By Post”, sent under double cover
g Ve 13 Mar 1958 throagh the Security Cousier Service (red cachet) from 10™ Infusiry Brigade, Northern Army Goup, 1o
‘Co

38 LAA Regt BA, BFPO 28, Branssam, Netheriands, with Northern Army Grosp ('NAG') registered label affixed

Courier services were needed overseas notably in the British Army of the Rhine. So the Royal
Engineers (Postal Section) set up the Security Courier Service, which superseded the "DRLS’,
Courier Service mail received an official cancel and various cachets and a label were attached.

433 On Patrol

Police
The versatility of the motor-cyele makes it an ideal wol for ¢

lian and military police work throughout the world.
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I'he Iron Steed has replaced the horse in some police forces. 1t plays an important part in apprehending criminals and controlling traffic congestion.
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* LIS Military Police detachiment hundstamp denoting free post of mail sent by sobbier i San Francisco 3
Jan 1944 10 New York with cachet of Army Examiner no. 03815 denoting clearcd hy wartime censorship

The motor-cyele patrolman i

s a familiar figure apprehending speeding vehicles and undertaking escort duty,
Motor-cyelists in the United States military police helped 1o maintain the law in the American armed forces

L [Durot Edizaiurier] 5

Policibohode
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Issued stamp

* Envelope with cachet of West German police mator-cycle courier service

* Signed urtist's proof
From 1945 10 1964 a police motor-cycle courier service ran in West Germany between the occupying forces, police stations and official
bureaux. Thai police motor-cyclists linise with other public services whilst in Cameroon gendarmerie motor-cyclists are part of the army.



4.4 Playtime

440

Easy Rider

Motor-cycles are excellent vehicles for personal use and leisure and for organised pursuits
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The *Chopper” bike and the film,*Easy Rider’, together encaps

the spirit of personal use and leisure.  So, take out that is so
easily obuinable and buy that motor-cyele.  Or jus
chair and collect toy motor-cycles or win & motor-cyele in a lottery,
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44.1

Easy Rider

There are o whole variety of outdoor pursuits that can be undertaken by motor-cycle.

* Secap netermurk michine

11 *the road is fine’, then impress the fair sex by taking them for a ride.

Norfolk Island
for 1land sports.
Gaolf, hiking trails,
horse riding, motor
rvrlmg bicycling,

The great outdoors awaits.

As an altern: , from the comfort of your armchair yvou could use your leisure time 1o
choose sporting goods for motor- cyelists from the ‘I " illustrated catalogue or read
your regular motor-cycle magazine, but the pleasures of the open road strongly beckon.

Personal Use

Rathaus
information
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Latvian seanep printes
iy reverse of & map.

Buy a map and call at the town hall 1o find the best place o go.

“HOKOLADE

*® 11 Dunish boaklet with brown cover sl known with green cover.

Don’t forget to pack some provisions, especially if you are going camping, and wrap up warm,
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A trip 1o the park to see your favourite statue could appeal or you may prefer taking part in a gymkhana
or parade. Although a holiday in the sun including a ride along the promenade could be most tempting.
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44.1

Easy Rider

A ride into town or a trip to a motor-cycle museum may be preferred.
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Personal Use
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1t can be extremely convenient riding
into town to the market or shops, but
do park your bike in the proper place

"

Deulsches ™~
Zweradrmuseum

Frama machine kabel

Prinded 12.6%
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A visit to a motor-cyele museum,

which includes cars and bicyeles, POSTKARTE
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(NAUGURNLIONE WUSEQ Postal statlonery cands series no, 717 printed between 1968 and 1974 showing the German Twe
Wheeled Museum for bicycles and motor-cycles.  The 1974 cand bs incorrectly inscribed *7101°
442 Organised Rider Clubs and Associations
Clubs and associations have been formed for ' 1y e b for enjoyment, and 10 organise motor-cycle sport
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The familinr Netherlands *Roadwatch® has its origins in the early days of motor-cyeling when clubs
and associations were set up to give help at the roadside for members.  Many such national car and
mitor-cycle organisations were set up in Europe some offering assistance from motor-cycle patrols.
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The Polish Motoring and Motor-Cyele Organisation (*PZM")

the

fition of breakd

recovery. Manufacturers

organised themselves as well, such as the Ilian Motoring Society or the Society of Technical Constructors (*SATAMY) in
Italy, or they controlled the production of two wheeled vehicles through the Vaolks Eigener Betrieb ('VEB') in East Germany.



4.4.2 Organised Rider

Clubs and Associations

Motor-cyele clubs have also been formed for touring and sporting pury with I controlling motor-cycle sport.
CINQUANTENAIRE /,--f—u\_ l:.mﬁrm«
1 MC TOURING CIUB ot
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1. MOTOR SPOAT
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Locally based clubs like the Java Motor Club, the Cannes Motor-Cyele Club and the MC Tounng

Club from Denmark provide their members with leisure pursuits such as wouring, and sports clubs
based in Austrio and Turkey cater for members” special pursuits like road racing and moto-cross.

Other local sutomobde crganssations cover a
wide range of vehicular imerssts including hill
climbn and sand racing which st lavouted by
masmbers of the Jetsey Molor Cyche snd Light Car
Chuts, fummaed in 1520,

Fxtruct from inside back
page of stitched book et

JERSEY-\/INTAGE

l-“'q 60T ANNIVERSARY JERSEY MOTOR-CYCLE AND LIGHT CAR CLUB

CARS I

COMMEMORATIVE STAMP BOOKLET « CONTENTS 4% 2, 4 X 25 4 X 31, 4 X 37, 43042, 4 X $3p

442 Organised Rider

The Jersey Motor-Cyele and Light Car Club run local hill climbs and sand racing for cars and motor-cycles, but
II!r urwlliﬂlnnl of motor sports events in Nazi Germany was more controlled

There the *“NSKK', the National
Krafifal

1 Korps, 'r I bicyele corps”, organised all motor sport events through its local groups,

National and 1 fonod 0) P

National and i ional organisations have been established 1o supervise motor-cycle sy

g events,
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The Albanian Defence Aid Association, a military council, and the East German "GST", Gesellschaft fur Sport und
Technik, supervised technical sports including motor-cycling.  In the UK the *ACL", Auto Cycle Union, controls
motor-cycle sport such as the TT Races, At international level the *FIM’, Federation Intemationale Motocycliste,
at its annual congresses makes the rules for the world championships governing all international motor-cyele sport.

r ot e A —{“"“' Tl
C fo i Dkl e £ osiht plosoiat
o)

& ALEAd }{L._-_f .

CONGRES . e
SCHEVENINGEN L a x
1954 i A

i FEDERATION
-,Ff}. INTERNATIOMNALE
B T

Y MOTOCYOUISTE

[
o=

CouRAuD

lof fug BAETE UL
3= mRIE! LLE

FRANCE

¢

The *FIM' is based in Switzerland from where it linises with national motor-cvele associations
g events shown in Chapter 3.

on the running of all the diverse i | motor-cycle sp




5. Sporting Instincts 5.1 Pure Speed
5.1.1 Faster And Faster

sty of motor-cyvele
special circuits, Compe

ports reflects the quest for speed and reliability deriving from man's competitive nature.  Racing on roads led to meing on
ion brought national and world chumpionships and great riders.  Speed trials on roads and on salt flats led o speed records,
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Hockenheim used closed roads from 1905, After WW | a closed ¢ was built and used from 1923 10

1949 for the *Dreiecks Rennbahn’ motor-cycle races which became the German Motor-Cycle Grand Prix,
Closed circuits then sprang up all over Europe, becoming the venues for national road rmces like Schotten,
used for motor-cycle racing from 1925 10 1956, The Avus circuit in Berlin, constructed in 1921, with its
very dangerous parallel stretches of fast autobahn joined together is just o memory - it was closed in 1967,
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Racing on public roads in Europe brought clashes with authority and public opimion was unfavourable because
of several fatlities. So racing on public roads was banned in 1903, Instead closed roads were used for a time * Design ermoe — Net. 13 was nof usedd I rosd racing from 1937 ta 1981 a1 it was belleved 1o be anlucky

5.1.1 Faster And Faster Circuits and Championships

Other cireuits established themselves on the rcing scene and so did national road rcing championships,
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* Mohile post office.

The Assen circuit has hosted the Dutch TT annually from 1925, except during WW L. The Bmo circuit was built in the late 19205
and used for the Masaryk Motor-Cycle Grand Prix pre WW 11 before becoming the home of the Czech Grand Prix. The circuit buili
at Solitade in 1925 is still used in the present. The intemational races held there in 1937 were run by the NSKK (see Chapter 4.4.2),
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* Handstamp for S0% Chinese Nationl
Clames that inclsded molor-cycle racing
Racing started in Ialy with the Seaside Cup in the 1920s. It spread to Switzerland, where Motosacoche was victorious in
1929 at the Grand Prix of Europe, and Yugoslavia, and became popular too in the USA.  National and intermational motor-
eycle road race meetings remained very popular after WW 11 in Europe and further afield, but something more was needed. * Registered label ol mobike post office it “Silverstone Saturday* mitor-cycle rod race meeting 10 Ape 1954




