of the Faroe Islands and Iceland.

The fall of Norway increases the vulnerability of Britain's sea lanes to German attack. Having occupied Norway

German forces now control the entire western seaboard from the Dutch border to

King Haakon escapes inlo exile
aboard HMS Devanzhire leaving
the pro-Mazi, Vidkun Quisling, o
collaborate with the occupiers,

O A b k.

hostilities

Consulate in Stockholm after a considerable lapse of time,

Clﬂsing lha 'Aﬂnrltll: Door' becomes an
i to

increased threat of German ships

accessing the North Atlantic. The strategic

location of the Faroe Islands and lceland

makes their occupation a necessity.

On 12 April 200 Royal Marines land on fhe Faroes,
being quickly reinforced by cther units,
Damsnsrmsamwwmd with new values under
ther British Administration.

Some merchant seamen escape inlo Sweden where they are interned. The manuscript
additions 1o this cover sugges! Nicholson, who has relurmed to the UK, was a
crewmember of the merchantman 5 § Riverfon which sank in Nanik harbour during the

The cachet on the reverse indicates this correspondence was retumed via the British

north of the Arctic Circle.

VUME Cheks ﬁ

On 20 June the Britishy HME Ciyde and d the
Germany, pulting hes out of action for five months. It is a small consolation for defeat.
Feldpost number M 00105 was allocated to the Gneizenauw.

while she is returning to

Gibraltar 18p

On 16 June the Canadian troopa of Z' Force amve in
Iceland, but their unwillingness to share command sees
them mphnad in Cctober by the British 70" Brigade,

The FPO 2 date stamp was affocated to fceland on 28
August and used af a Stationery Office in the Reykjvik
arga from 10 Cofober. The address and date of pasfing
stiggests his Canadian YMCA cover was sent by a
Canadian sofdier.

Hudsons fly constant reconnaissance
missions from the island.

The first British troops land in loeland on 10 May followed

seven days later by 146 and 147 Brigades.

No Paostal Units accomparried the first Irops, home mail |

mmmmnﬂymnmmﬂwmaoumamm# |
was cancelled with 'HOME DEPOT REPS 18' or 1% date |

stamps and endorsed by censor pumbers fncluding 1177,

The address on the enclosure includes ‘APC 500' [he |

secunly address

for froops stationed in lcsland,
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3.4 Hitler's ana

Yy OVerruns t

On the 10 May Hitler | hes “Fall Sichel

3 biective to PG

, their obj
sweeplng across northern France,

i

Fa:qammmasms(hmmmwmmmmd“mwm Indfartry Regiment 8, 23
infantry Division. (il Amy Carps, 12" Ay, Ammy Group A,
A day after the posting of this card the division attack west from the Bitburg area inlo Luxembourg

‘heading for Bastogne in Belgium.

1983

(Dark e shade)

hnitt' (Plan ‘Sickle Cut’), While British troops are still
engaged in Norway, German troops mount a Blitzkrieg attack across the Dutch, Belgium and Luxembourg
French and British forces between the Somme and the Channel by

The Allied military response
is swift, ten British Divisions
together with the French First
Army immediately advancing
into Belgium. By 15 May they
are in pre-planned defensive
positions along the River Dyle,

The speed and penstration
of the German forces take
the Dutch and Belgium
dafenders by surprise,

Eritish troops are issued with Field Service Post Cards which enable the sender fo
quickly compose a brief message, the reverse bearing a number of pre-printed
sentences that can be crossed through leaving the desired message.

The FPO 22 cancel was used by the Brilish 2™ Infantry Divisian in Beigicr from 11
to 24 May. This cand is dated 18 MY 40.

The political repercussions in Britain are immediate. At 6 pm on 10 May Winston Churchill drives to Buckingham
Palace to be appointed Prime Minister by King George V1. That same evening Chamberlain broadcasts to the nation
announcing his resignation, his policy of appeasement in tatters.

TR T B Bl e vy

i . i

Clement Afflee takes the opposition Labour Pardy inlo a
coalition Government unger Churchill, Atles becoming Lord
Privy Seal in the coalifion administration.

The impact on postal services i also immediate. Posted one day before the German invasion
of Holland this cover is retumed io the sender.

The boxed ‘NO SERVICE / RETURN TO SENDER' cachet was the most commonly used on
alions.

mafl fram Britzain Jo foreigh desting

Garmany ridicules Churchill with the issue of "Wert Keinen Pfennig (Not wurm a Plannig) Feldpost cards,
but they are to discover he is a determined adversary.

This card, logether with & simitar one depicting Newlle Charntreriain, wenfm sale in millary Ay
canteens and chillan oufiets on 1 May 1940, They cotld be sent freepost by members of the amed forces
whiler cheilfans had o affix posiage,
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Dianststele 25038 was allofted fo 1% Company, 100" Special Pupass Battation
Units of the 100" Special Purpose Battalion, some disguised in Dutch military uniforms, proceed 3-4 hours
in advance of the main attack fo secure strategic bridges over rvers and canats.

The pivotal point of Belgium's defence s Fort Eben Emael. Considered impregnabie it is secured within two
days by a small German force, Sturmgrugpe Granil, landing by glider alep the fort,

lrlnp‘lumuul et Eirafe

MIT UNSEREN FAHNEN 16T DER SIEG!

y over

ql d, Holland st d
and Belgium two days later. British and French troops are in full retreat.

Aainimg | Hsse)

g on 15 May

e e

HAdF -Sammlargruppen, Abgabepreis 30 Rpl.

Poitharea e aber Defllimmmient

POSTKARTE

The British 8 Infantry Brigade moves ino Belgium during the 26-
28 May. Posted on 22 May the ‘NOT NOW AT ADDRESS
STATED' cachet indicates the whereabouts of the infended
recipient of this letter is unknown, probably due to the fluid

The Dutch had been alerl to the threal of aerial allack and
this becomes a reality on 14 May when Rotlerdam is bombed
killing a reported 20,000 inhabitants.

The slogan advertises an ‘Air Defence Day’

The small, poerdy equipped and unprepared Dulch
forces are quickly overwhelmed,

situation resulting from the Allied retreat.

The dumb ARMY POST OFFICE handstamp was appied af
to misdirected or undeliverable mail and where the

BAPOs
addition: handstamps were applied,

The narh point of Fen
Eban Emagl.

Cover  from Belgham military  personmnel.
disorganisstion of Belgium forces at this time is
evidenced by the duration batween the sending and
ratum of this cover, being back slamped with 2 & May
Sclessin cancel and a 5 June Jupille receiving office
cancel. The Belgium forts arcund Ligge are capiured
in three days, the last sumendering an 20 May,

German troops enfer Brussels
on 17 May. Eleven days later,
with Allied forces in full retreat,
King Lecpald il

et o1 moerebons bersharl
| crburmal weadoof g v of Fottendam

e et comsis ol by by

~ R v Ko
Nethertands Minisie ol Fareign Afsirs

NOT Now AT ap
JU||ln"ld.HHh ¥

Yol ‘, .'~( QE?

—_—

|an£4.|an“| EUR REASON STAED

DRESS STATE|
i 'lﬂu-...]L\FIS NOT AVAILA

Fowoons

I T2 SENDER

Three days after the invasion Queen
Wilhelmina leaves for London. On
15 May Holland surrenders,

uncondiicnally. |

The |

German forces break through at Sedan on 15 May, bypassing the Maginot Line defences and
taking the Allies totally by surprise. Having considered the Ardennes Forest impassable for
armour, the French have only inferior troops guarding this section of the frontier.

The line of forifications championed
by the politiian Andre Maginot
stratch from the Swiss border only
effectively as far as Forl La Feng
Defences along the French-Beigium
border are considerably weaker.

‘ Slldor £ & gt flinatim

EAPEDITEDR |
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The Franch ‘Armees de Republique’ card depicts Dewoitine D520 (log) and Polez P38-11 alrcraft,
Franch and RAF aircraft are overwhelmed in the air by superior and numercally stronger forces.

‘/“.M

Bari= . si50

The RAF is reliant on the shower
Husricanes and the near cbhsclete
Fairey Batiles.

& vain attempd 18 made to stop the
German advance. Squadron  Leades
Lockett, initially listed as ‘Missing 15 shot
down and captured on 14 May while
flying & Fairy Batlle on a mission to
bomb bridges over the Meuse at Sedan.

DESTINATAIRE :

M apfiime £, (04 [eaam

German enginesrs
constructing pontoons

On 20 May Guderian’s Panzers reach
the French coast at Abbeville effectively
encircling British and French forces with
their backs to the sea. The Allies have not
anticipated the speed and mobility of the
German forces.

KdF..Bammisrgrappen. Abgabepreis 30 Rpl.

MIT UNSEREN FAHMEN IST DER S1EGH

FOSTKARTE

German troops make effective use of inflatable craft and pentoons 1o cross the River Meuse

The Luftwaffe constantly
harasses the refreating
Allied forces, the “Stuka’
being a potent weapan,

This German soldier is unlikely to
remain a prisones for very long.
The ‘Prisonmiers de Gueme' card
is back stamped with a Fronch
boxed ‘DEPOT 501 -P.G. /Vua
la Censure’ cachet.

German armour bridge the
Meuse af Sedan and break
through the French lines.

Allied trocp movemenis are
severely hindered by
refugees clogging the roads
in their attempt 1o escape the
advancing Germans.
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The Allies retreat towards Dunkirk, but despite heroic holding actions around Boulogne and Calais, are by the 24 May being pressed
by the German advance. Fortuitously Hitler orders the Panzers to halt for two days giving Britain valuable time to mount an evacuation.

40°

New Zealand

White the Panzers halt just a few kilometres from Dunkirk advancing German infantry continue
pushing retreating British forces back towards the port

The reverse of this letler sheel bears a manuscript Feldpost number
‘34474" aiotied to 10" Company Infantry Regiment (Motorised), By 24
May the unit is in action on the outskirts of Dunkirk.

ARIANERREN K

L S 2 e |
Redirected to No 3 General Hospital at Offranville, near Dieppe. before being retumed 1o ‘Wounded Brilish personnel are broughl o the Channel
the sendar, the intended recipient, probably wounded, has been evacuated fo the UK. ports, often in hospital traing, to be huriedly evacuated to
The cover is back starmped with & Base Amy Post Office No 1 cancel dated 31 MY 40, af the UK.

this time located in Le Havre, and a dumb 'ARMY POST OFFICE’ cachet.

The Channel tsland ferry St Julian is
converfed fo serve as a hospital camer
salling betwaen Dieppe and Newhaven,

Some wounded personnel are returned fo the LUK
through Southamplon.

This cover for use omly by family members is back
stamped with 8 FPO 39 cancel dated 18 MY 40, at
this time possibly being used at La Bauls {the location
of No 4 General Hospitall, & Base Amy PO 1 Krag
faghing cancel amitly duted and. 8. boxed This Luftwaffe ‘aitmail’ delivered lo the encircled French and Briish troops at Dunkirk graphically
REfUENED: I8, dhe. UNITED MNEDOM . ilustrates their dire predicament. o

PRESENT ADDRESS UNKNOWN' handsfamp.
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Encircled at Dunkirk British and French troops await rescue. Under the direction of Admiral Ramsey in his
Dover headquarters, Operation Dynamo brings together a vast armada of vessels to ferry the stranded troops
from the Dunkirk beaches back to Britain.

Royal  Nawy  destroyers,

Tugs work |n the turmail including HMS Gallant, play a
Ramsey's organisational skills Small fishing vessels farry o tfie harbour lo- enabis The paddle steamer Medway major rale in the operation,
contribute  greatly  to  the troops from the beaches 1o rescuing ships to berth Queen makes seven irips, evacuating almost a third of
success of the evacuation, larger shigs. or swing in. rescuing over 7,000 men. the troops landed in Britain.

Crewed by the owner, his son and
a sea scoul, the 53 foat
Bermudian schocner Sundowner
femes 122 f{roops back 1o
Ramsgate.

The 'SHIP LOST cachet tells its own story. HMS Gremade is one of six destroyers sunk while
rescuing troope from Dunkirk. On 28 May, having come under heavy fire while embarking troops,
sh is lowed ol of the hamour where she sinks.

Between 26 May and 4 June an army is saved, over 338,800 troops being
evacuated from the Dunkirk beaches, but leaving the vast majority of their
arms and eguipment behind. The town of Dunkirk is left in ruins.

Orderly lines of troops under constant air and artillery The Isle of Man packel, Tynwald,

attack snake down to the water's edge waiting for the during five trips brings 8,853 men
small boats to ferry them out to the ships that will lake back from Dunkirk
them back to Britain, The Weymouth based cargo

ship Roetwck disembarks 685
troops. including 118 wounded,
@l Dover on 30 May,

Engraver's (G Barlangue)
signed die proof with issued
stamp from the French 1945
‘Devastated Towns' Issue.

o '
ﬂﬂer’e S5a BOﬂf e | The isle of Man Steam Packet
I Ci 5 vess«:l. Mora's Queen,
175th ANNIVERSARY in Hm! Mornmg. oot Bt
wnstean-pocketom tel: (11624) 441 681 Dunkirk .harbuur on her return and
sinks within two minutes.

STEAM PACKET COMPANY
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The final withdrawal sees remnants of the BEF and RAF retreating westward towards ports from which they
might escape. While the French Government leaves Paris for Tours civilians flee their homes and head south.

During the turmall of retreat and evacuation fhe whereabouts of many
individual soldlers becomes unknown giving rise to a variaty of
handstamps  including A.UDRESS NOT KNOWN' 'CANNOT BE
TRACED' and ' d Missing' ing thedr status
o he sender.

Major T G Rennie is taken prisoner when the 51" Division, trapped at
51 Valery, surrender on 12 June,

Gunner Kenneth Victor Hall drowns on 17 June, a viclim of the
sinking of the troopship Lancastna off St Nazaire

Major M B Gilmore is capturad al Cassal on 26" May following &

hervic rearguard action by the ‘Glosters’. I

JU 40,

JERSEY

P Ui iip, X

Forees mall continues to be handled to the last moment, BAPD 1 operating
for just two days, 13-14 June, in 5t Malo. The cancel on this card is dated 13

85 Viceroy of India evacuates

JER-BM‘":‘

Yachts of the Jersey Yachl Club ferry
troops 1o waiting ships &1 St Malo,

Eﬂ};\i'Jlar.' e
= e

Tl\e last RAF wm 10 leave France, froops  and  airmen  from rﬂf.uu_ﬂ e Lz vrm 19-5-99
take and St Jean de Luz
ulTholemeson 1E.I|me
Protected by only i air cover, —r
215,000 British and Allied servicemen . !
together with some civilians are .'II
evacuated from western and southem = _.._‘__—"“‘—"_“’_‘,—-.
French ports between 10 and 17 June. | G T T
I [ BLH e oy
| L ‘J'J:g\' ) —_ —
I — .
~ 1
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Troops evacuated to England take the first opportunity to
inform loved ones of their safe return before being entrained
to destinations well away from the channel ports. Some
make use of telegrams, but many send post cards
distributed by well-wishers at the arrival ports,

. Charges o pay
RECEIVED

TELEGRAM
m  Prefix. Timehanded In, Office of Origin and Servica Instructions. Wards.
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Others are less fortunate, over
68,000 British soldiers and RAF
personnel do not return from France.
Over 40,000 endure a long march into
captivity. |

For the Prisoners of War (POWs) tha
war Is over and they have now to resign \
themselves to an unknown period of \
captivity.

Various including the Army hand oul tea and sandwiches o
troops gathered at railway slatlons awaiting transportation away from the ports.

v e

Mail from reduming members of the BEF 15 usually identifiable by the use of manuscripl ‘BEF,
appropriate date and red PAID handstamps or machine cancels.
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Gebithrenfrei!
Absenider: A
Vore wnd Zuname: o83 ) . ¢ .
W, SpTH. b - —
Surabe; Loy, difuced

Gefangenennimmer: &

Lager-Bezeidmung:
Sualag XX1Hz M

Deutsehiland (Allemagne) o

Land:. . . SR
Lundestill (Proving usw)

Krfegsoerangwer\poat Ietier sheet from a British POWm Stalag XX-B-H, located &l Thure bei Schubin,

iz daled 8 July,

1y fo Britain via
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