The Royal Navy's operati in home are initially hampered by the loss of the use of Scapa Flow.
Previously considered impregnable the base's vulnerability becomes apparent when a lone German submarine
penetrates its defences. Forced to abandon the 'Flow' the Home Fleet retums in March when its defences are
considerably stronger.
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THE ADDRE[SS MUBT BE
WIHTI'EN- ol THIU SIDE

On 14 October 1838 the German
submarine, L-47 sails undotecled
into Scapa Flow and sinks the
battieship Royal Oak.

In early January 1840 No 950 Squadron, |
@ RAF balloon squadron establishes its |
HQ in Lyness and commences o érecl

balioon siles across the islands, |
Mail boaring the Type R1 RAF Censor |
Mo 123 together witlh a ‘Received from J

On 21 November 18938 Orkney and Shallaﬂd dua to their shabeg'c importance, become the first ‘Protected
Areas' under the 1938 Defence from this and similar designated
areas aliract censorship.

Mail fram naval personnel serving on ships of e Home Fleel in Scapa Flow went fvough the ciil post office &t
Kirkwall,

HM Ships' cancel, according to Coffey &
Garmard (1993), emanated from RAF

Lyress. L= = . e ——

M S Rodney

IHITU) ENTIEAN OCEAN TERRITONY

Miny a i trawlers sweap ihe seas arcund Scapa Flow
while Vilairus from RNAS Hatston routine anti patrols, b

stationed at Wick intercept enemy bombers attacking the ‘Flow’,

Gibraltar 44p

The batlleship HMS Nelfson, with Admiral Sir Charkes
Forbes on board, becomes the Home Fleet Flagship in
Seplember 1938, While she is al Porsmouth undergoing
repairs batwesn 1 January and 24 July HMS Rodney
holds this position

|Gibealtar 14 Sealed with an Amy censor label and ted with
e - sn Ammy censor cachet (first used in the UK Stromness, the second largest town in Orkney,
during Oclober) this 'Honour' cover was probabiy houses the headquarers of the Orkney and

The battle-cruisers HMS Hood and Renawn serve with the sonl by 8 sokler ‘Scapa’, Doemess
Home Fleet, Hood being away in he Meclleranean Guring s 1 sto of & Fosal Aciiry oun b ?_:eﬂand De‘fjen;es i?_SDaﬂ A .
June-July while Renown departs for Gibraltar in Ausgust to mfouly i mmh : ”bskmﬂ' homum P smw
S for an ‘official” censor cachet

Keeping the sea lanes around Britain free from German incursions is essential, any significant disruption to coastal
transportation or international trade potentially having dire consequences for the country's survival. The North Sea is
particularly vulnerable to attack.

Royal Navy patrol the North Sea while sibraltar __ 4p
cmwwmﬂymh and reconnaissance missions sesking Ko an
Large numbers of carge German surface vessels and U-boats.
vessels  transporling  heavy
The Port of London handies % goods, particularly coal, sall in
of Britain's foreign trade, nearly convay between home pors,

all London bound shipping
using the east coast route.

POSTKARTE

ergruppen. Algabepreis 20 it

The letter contained In this cover, dated 27 August 1940, iz written on HMS
Aguamaring headed notepaper, At this time the requisitionad trawler is on North Sea
anti-submarine duties.

Mail anded ashare fram Naval vessels was usually ranked with 8 REGEIVED FROM  Convoxs ranging from 5 to B0 ships hug the coast escorled by Royal
/ HM.SHIPS' slogan cancel wilh a town die in place, but eary in 1940 the die was oY $100ps, including HMS Lowestaft and Biack

revmoved for secunty reasons.

MIT UNSEREN FAHNEN I5T DEA S8IEQ!

Fast moving German lorpeado boats frequantly attack convoys sailing along the east coast.

Heinkel |1l bombers targel easl
coast comvoys and lone ships
in the Morh Sea and English
Channel

- Ascension |

Fishing boats are continually
targeted in the beiiel they are
pying

It Is & two-way fight. On 26
January Durham  Caste s
forpedoed and sunk by L-57.

On thve night of &7 January the Freddrick thn, accompanied by two other destroyers lays 170 magnetic mines in The sloop HMS Weston sinks
ihe Thames Estuary. The destroyer HMS Grenville and six merchant ships are lost to this minefield. U-13 with depth charges off U-boals are a constant threal, U-30, commanded by Fritz-Julius Lemp, attacking
Feldpost number 20333 was alictted fo Z-14, the code for the German destroyer Freidrick ihin. Newcastie on 31 May. coastal convoys and fishing boats in the North Sea.




In the Atlantic the Royal Navy struggles to protect Allied shipping bringing essential cargoes to
Britain. The convoy system is quickly adopted in a bid to counter the threat of German attack, merchant
ships being grouped together and escorted across the Atlantic by Royal Navy and Canadian warships.
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British and Canadian warships supporied by AMCs, including HMCS Saguenay, the cruiser HMS
Nigevia and the AMC Esperance Bay, escor convoys across the North Atlantic.
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Ships are gven designated
slations within the convoy.
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Folowing the fat of France the main
North  Aflantic convoy routes pass
through the Westem Approaches

North Atlantic convoys sall |
Trom Halifax, Canada.

The AMC HMS Malgja, formerly a P&C liner,
undertakes convoy escor duties with Western
Approaches Command, the Freetown Escon
Force and Bermuda and Halifax Escon Force.
According to Daynes (1986) this unususl red
boxed censor cachet was used on board the
Maloja.

Mail from Royal Canadian Mavy |1
ships  received  fhe Fram

H.M.C.SHIF' cansor cachet. 4
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Ships salling from South America and around the 'Cape’
rendezvous at Frestown, Siera Leone before sailing
norih in convoy to British ports.
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The sloop HMS Milfard and AMC HMS Cilicia are among Royal |
Mavy vessels undertaking convoy escon duties in the South
Allantic.
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Naval personnel on convay escort duties were able fo have thelr mail put ashore locally,

Sl
| T

",‘“’.'; Teaoler f(?(l,[r
: Qﬁc(ar:, (ﬂoz -

Livarpool becones the principle destination for Alantic convoys, over 30% of imports
entering the country through the port,

The ‘OFFICIAL PAID / LIVERPOOL ' shelefon hardstamp was appbed o mail famded
at Liverpood from Royal Navy escons on Atlantic eonvoy dufies.

ON ACTIVE EERVICH.
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The Avcountont,

It is the Merchant Navy's task to carry the goods upon which Britain depends. The imporiation of raw materials
and foodstuffs is essential to sustain the war effort, Income from foreign exports is equally important to help finance the
ever increasing cost of the war.

[—

- e
FABONE.PETERSEX
AND €D, LTD
EXPOLT MERCHANTS
BIRMINGHAM
AR e e ——

55 Uil satling in Convoy
OG40F, carries a general

Although exports are dawn by 30% at the end of 1840 companies like Rambone, Petersen continue in business cargo lo Capetown In May

During July, in Convoy OA184,
S5 Umtfafa carries steel from
Middlesbough to Capetown,

of British expors,
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The Royal Fleet Auxiliary Darkdale
Is one of ten oil lankers built for
the RFA to deliver much needed
fued oi to the Fleet,

Requaitioned in 1839 the
Avila  Star  lransports
personnel and provisions,
frequently carrying frozen
meal from Buenas Aires.

Merchant seamen are able lo
transfes {0 different ships at the end
of @ veyage. The 'Left Ship' cachet
appears to indicate J 5 Jennings
has taken advantage of this.

The tanker Silish Courage sails in

5

It is wnusual by this lime
for merahant ships o be

atill using cachels 12 conveys dunng 1940 carrying
idantifying the ship, 4 fuel oll from the West Indies 1o
- — Britain.

MERCHANT NAVY

HWE'TE A MANITIME MATION -
WE'VE GROWN BY THE SEA AND LIVE BY iT
IF WE LOEE COMMAND OF IT WE STANVE.”

FUYAL NAIL BOBS OF STARPS

All merchant ships come under slate control immediately upon the outbreak of war, Ships are taken into service
regardless of their age or condition, with craws often inciuding men In thelr sixties and tads as young as 14,
The poignant words of Erskine Childers gquoted on this 2013 preslige booklet cover have a resonance in 1840
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The Royal Navy, supported by RAF Costal C

wreaking havoc on Allied shipping and ultimately forcing Britain into
face warships, submarines and commerce raiders into the World's oceans,
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The batlieship HMS Hood and aircrafl carier HMS Fudous are engaged in Adlantic
patrols. Walrus seaplanes llying from patrolling Royal Navy ships act as their overhead

ayes.
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The heavy cruiser Admiral Sheer slips through the Denmark Stralt into the North Atlantic on the 31 October. Her Arado
Ar 196 reconnaissance seaplane locates convoy HxX84 sailing from Halifax. On & Movember while attempling to protect
1he convoy its lone escort, AMC Jervis Bay is sunk, Sheer goes on to sink five maore ships from the convay,

Feldpost number M 10149 was allocated fo the heavy cruiser Admiral Sheer,
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Land based Sunderands fly frequent reconnalssance missions

intention of

to achieve their objective the

over vast areas of

ocean. In July Mo 210 Squadren move to Oban to fly Atlantic patrols.

Germany's surface

warships,

although small in number, are a

potent  weapon
penetrate the oceans’

when

they
sea lanes.
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In February the light cruiser, HMS Ceres leaves Brilish waters for the China Stallon, From
Singapore she undertakes ccean patrols and trade defience in the Indlan Ocean and Red Sea.

The cover is canceled witt an Edinburgh ‘RECEIVED FROM / HM.SHIPS' cancel daled 6 JAN
1940. By eary 1940 the snonymous ‘tombsfone’ censor cachet was used by all Royal Navy

Occasionally & cover's ongin can be identifiod fram the sender's details on the back flap.

The Geman cruiser Admiral Hipper
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The Type Vil is Ihe most
numerous and widely used U-
boat during the Batlle of the

breaks into ihe Alantic in December, bul
following an ineffeclive attack on iroop
comoy WES5A retums lo Brest,

Submarines present a far greater threat to Allied shipping, German

U-boats operating mainly in the Atlantic being used to devastating effect.

In 1943 ltaly's 1942 War lssue is
for use on mai being sent from their Bordeai base. (C)
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Initialty operating from bases at Wilhelmshaven and Fiel,
foliowing the fall of France bases, including La Rochelle,
pn'md.sma U-boats wilh easy access mto the Atlantic,
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ltaly's declaration of war further exacerbales \he siualion. From thelr base in Bordeaux ltalian
submarines, inchuding Gvin, join their German allies in lu!ara into the Atlantic.

Fascista Hase Atlanfica’
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Initially patrolling as lone predators, U-boats are soon hunting in massed ‘wolf packs'. Despite the efforts of
escorting warships and AMCs this new tactic quickly achieves significant results, 520 Allied and neutral ships

succumbing to U-boat attack by the end of 1940,

U-boat captain's keep a constant look out for potential prey, long range Focke-
Wulf Fw 200 Condors often directing U-boats to their quarry. For the unsuspeciing

merchant ships there is Ktle chance of escape.

Mall is occasionally rescund from sinking ships, this cover being carmied by the British freighter
55 Eros when she is lorpedoed and damaged off the Irish coast by U-48 on 7 June.
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) sailing alone
roam the oceans in search of unescorted Allied
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HME Dundse is sunk by U-
48 on 15 September while

escoring convey SC3, The Halian submanne
Ammiragio Cagri sinks
- the Dagomba in the

0 | Atlantic,

Royal Maval ships escorting Atlantic convoys are

somelimes eflective. On & February U-41, while
| atacking an oulward-bound comoy in the South West
. Approaches, is sunk by HMS Ardelope

A

ships. These c

range of operation.

The AMC HMNZS Monowal
patrots the sculhern Pacific
while the threal of German
raiders exist.

On 18 June off New Zealand the
cargo ship Miagara strikes a mine
laid by the Hiffskeeuzer Orian,

Having previously sunk four merchant ships, on B
[December the commerce raider Komet forces the sculliing
of three British freighters, including Triadic, off the Pacific
Island of Nauru.

t ships d
as neutral cargo vessels are heavily armed and
prove elusive to detect due to subterfuge and their

The Komoran, originally the
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. leaves

wassel

on 3 December disguised as the

Saoviet freighter Vyachesiay Moictoy and avolds detection as she enters the Atlantic. Having sunk eleven marchant
ships while saiing in the South Allantic and Pacific she is finally sunk by HMAS Sydrey to the west of Australia on

189 Movember 15941,

Fuldpost number M 26823 was alocated fo the Hilfskreuzer Kormovan.

The routing of this cover s clearly recorded and (llustrates the recognised threat to shipping as far from the European theaire of war a8 New Zealand, the steamer
service sading between North and South Island having been suspended due (o the threat of aftack by German commerce raiders,




3. By spring British forces are being driven from continental Europe .....

3.1 Germany strikes north, .....

The German invasion of Denmark and Norway, Operation "Weseriibung", commences
on 9 April effectively bringing the 'Phoney War' to an end. While Britain vacillates over the
mining of Norwegian waters Germany takes decisive pre-emptive action.
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In & bid to prevent thi exporn of Swedish iron ore to Germany via Narvik the mining of the D k is overwhelmed

coast by Royal Navy ships, including HMS Greyhound, commences on 9 April. The sighting of German

ships heading for Norway by RAF reconnaissance aircraft forcas a hait o tese operations, within a day of German troops

crossing the Danish border, the

country's king, Christian X,

| ordering the cessation of all
[ resistance.

Poffarte

landings

and an

M5 sOammicegruppen, Avgadepreins LORPL

Ameng (he ships haading for Norway &3 parl of

Rosyth, their objective, to hinder cw thwart the German invasion fleet.

A well co-ordinated invasion
of Norway sees the Germans
making successful sea-borne

Bergen, Trondheim and Narvik 05 DEUTSCH LS RECH

Stavanger airfield. Troops quickly disembark and seize  pre-planned
strategic objectives including the capital and aiffislds o
‘which supporting troops can be flown in.
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escorts incluging the crulser Schamhorst im AR L
At Marvik German troops quickly the ol J ?,&SSED BY C-ENSUR | 1] :
3 H.M8 “HARDY"
In resp Britain i diately d tches the Home Fleet from Scapa Flow together with the 1% and 2™ Cruiser Squadrons from

at Kristiansand, Oslo,

airborne assault on
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Things do not go well, HMS Rodney becomes the targel of Lufiwaffe attack while Renown is On 10 April British destroyers enter Ofoffiord sinking two German i T
drawn into a frullless pursuit of Gneisenaw and Schamhorst. On B Apri the Polish submarine destroyers and a number of merchant ships, Two days later Warspits, rhutmpumyh: f;f;"oihm”wi’m::: s o i S
G ip Rio da Janeirs heading for N . i ight ¥
Ozl sinks the German troopship Rio lanairo heading orway, ::I‘::;;;Babow escort press home the attack sinking a further eigl tying Cxchet sEU
15

3.2 ... Britain's failed Norwegian campaign ....

British troops belatedly land in Norway, disembarking at Harstad, Namsos and Aandalsnes between 14 and 18 April. lil-prepared
and inadequately equipped, they are soon forced to evacuate southern Norway and by 8 June the remaining British troops withdraw
from Narvik. The Norwegian campaign has lasted barely eight weeks.

The Gambla 55 sis9m .
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The ballle-crusiser HMS Repulse with other naval escorts protects |
troopships, inchuding the Empress of Austraiia, sailing for Norway. |
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A e r(_ s The1/5 Battakon Royal Lelcestershire Regiment lands in Morway on 18 April. Following action
L around Aandalenes in central Norway they are evacuated on 30 April Not all escape as the
'REPORTED MISSING' cachet indicates.
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EXAMINER 4924

PASSED BY
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Polska 1500z
Royal Naval ships, Including the destroyer HMS Firedrake bombard German defences at Nanak

anm Daynes (1986) the boxed ‘PASSED BY / CENSOR' cachel was in use on board Bahusz-Szyszko i In of the Palish troops.
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FPO 115 is used af the British base at Harsted on the Lofaten Istands from 20 April
wntll 30 May. The base is evacualed on 7 Jure.
2 Taking of Narvik is an isolated success. Captured by the m k-
Fatling n | Loy b s o on the first day of their invasion, it remains AL e .
terrain British forces are anfeppr® ——— vulnerable to Allied attack because of its northerly location. b o flying from Trozen lakes provide
unable fo provent L?"T prer] On 28 May Allied forces retake the town, but due to failures Sola airfield to litthe effect air cover but |I‘|ey lre no match for modem German fighters
pIeas e arwed further south are compelled to evacuate the town by 8 June.

during the Allied assaull Morwegian troops are supported by British, French Intemierten-Post’ and Wlag XN consor cachels indicate the sender, Edward Jolnson, is 8 atvilian.
and Pofish units during the assault of Narvik. General  5hnen s aboard S.8, Salmonpool when i is seized by German forcas in Narvik harbour. lags are camps
for civilian internees, llag XIIl being situated in the Bavarian fown of Wilzburg,
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