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The 60s vaiue from 1996 commemorating Tin Can Mail pioneers. Charies Ramsay Swimming among Sharks,

with SPECIMEN overprint Monochrome Bromide Proof
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3.5 1931 Story of the Shark

The bravery of a Tin Can Mail swimmer among sharks

{287 miniature sheet

Basmrnaann

Shark and a Tin Can

Mail swimmer

1931 A TIN CAN MAIL SWIMMER WAS ATTACKED BY A SHARK,
THEREAFTER CANDES WERE LUSED TO CARRY THE MAIL

NIVAFOOU

1931—A TIN C. MMER WAS ATTACKED BY A 5
THEREAFTE A\NOE ERE USED TO C




3.5 1931 Story of the Shark

In 1931, a swimmer was killed by a shark, so Queen Salote decreed that all future mail
was to be carried by outrigger canoes, but some swimmers continued to "swim" the Mail.

Tha 57s and T82.50 stamps from the 1986 ser o
commemorate the centenary of first Tongan
stamps which show use of outrigger canoes
collecting Tin Can Maif

3.6 Walter Quensell's promotion of Tin Can Mail

Walter Quensell publicised and promoted Tin Can Mail in philatelic magazines and newspaper:

Promotional articles appeared in many philatelic magazines including The Australian Stamp Journal and The
American Philatelist, where in the latter for October 1934 it was reported "The Tin Can Mail which has been
widely publicised in the stamp and daily newspapers, fias grown to tremendous proportions, and that the
mail dropped at Niuafo'ou an 27th July [1934] totalled over 16,000 letters”. People from all over the world

wrate, enclosing 6d and a self-addressed envelope. For £1 they could receive the entire set of definitives.

Lawrence S Clark (bibffegraphy - sheet 1) records that in 1946, Walter Quensell in writing to an Anne
Skinner, said "during my 27 years on the old rock Tin Can, ['ve landed between 750 and 900 mails....only
rwo were fost but found later. I've sent about 1,500,000 covers inte the world to some 148 different

Early 1930s photograph showing Tin "
nations or states".

Can Mall collection, and signed on
the reverse by W. G. Quensell
T.C.M.M,

|
J‘&,—M.- 1 |

3.6.1 Examples of covers involving money

A 1938 cover from Melbourne, Australia believed to contain coin —‘

P pillr This cover was addressed to W. G. Quensell, T.C.C.M.M [Tin Can Cance Mail Man],
" with a Melbourne postmark for 23rd April 1938,
= 2 £ M
R4 e
. Bt

T$1 stamp from the 1996 set of Tin Can Mail pioneers, Walter Quensell and transferring mail fram canoes e 572

Manochrome Bromide Proof

Imperf plate proof

EY T'li'-l' CAMN

TIN C7

NIUAFCOU ISLA

NEO - TONGA

1 the philatelic press. it had been reported (unsabstantiated but helieved 10 be true) that because of the change in their

2 ; 3 : . _ o I'he cover almost certainly contained a letter requesting a Tin Can Mail cover ar covers, together with coin hence
orking conditions. the swimmers threatened w go on strike. (o1 did go on strike) unless, or until they were paid $10

the reason why It was registered. A rectangular mauve boxed rubber hand stamp has been applied reading -

2) per swim. There was another report that Tin Can Mail had been discontinued qumerues as the surviving postmen OFFICIALLY REGISTERED SUPPOSED TO CONTAIN COIN

sked lor a rise and got the sack,

The cover alse had a good example of "Inward” mis-spelt as "Inwarb”




3.6.1 Examples of covers involving money

A 1935 cover from Walter Quensell to Christchurch, New Zealand

about non-payment of fees for Tin Can Mail servicing

A cover to New Zealand, which was self-addressed by a Mr R. Congdon from Christchurch, has

postmarks for Niuafo'ou for 12th and 13th February 1935

-

DISPATCHED

BY TIN CANM
MAIL N2> 9

Mr Congdon wrote to Mr Quensell enclosing two self-addressed covers for Tin Can Mail servicing, but
he did not enciose the fee of 6d per cover (2Vzd. for postage and 3%:d. for servicing). However,
Walter Quensell did service the covers, but enclosed a |etter explaining the charges. (see next page)

The reverse of the cover (reduced)

The cachet on the reverse |s-

Reference 1. B-21 Rarity DD

3.6.1 Exampiles of covers involving money

The letter written by Walter Quensell to Mr Congdon about non-payment of servicing fees

In the letter dated 12th February 1935, Walter Quensell explained that the fee for each cover was &d, 2%d. for
postage and 3Yzd. for expenses. Nevertheless, he returned the two covers, both serviced.

It is not known if Mr Congdon subsequently obliged Mr Quensell with 1/- to cover the fee for the two covers.
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3.6.1 Examples of covers involving money

A 1936 cover to Australia from Mr J Nete, Postmaster of
Niuafo'ou about the cost of Tin Can Mail cacheting

Mr Hendrie wrote to the Postmaster (Mr
Nete) of Niuafo'ou regquesting @ Tin Can
Mail cover, but failed to enclose any
money, Mr Nete therefore replied to Mr
Hendrie saying that he should write direct
0 Mr Quensell and enclose 6d for the cost
of Tin Can Mall cacheting.
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Reference 2

On the face of the cover, the Niuafo'ou postmark
is for 22nd September 1936, with a Mosman
N.S5.W recelving mark for 8th December 1236

The reverse of the cover (reduced)

=

Pliaws ptih, P o
ooty & M el
f‘“"‘"“"’" ME.MJA}.
Y. Qrnze Toe0.n it 3%

On the reverse |s a Paquebot Sydney mark and a nots
from Mr Nete saying that the fee for cachet is 34.

[it was actually 3Vad. plus 2V42d. for postage]

3.6.2 Innovative covers routed via Niuafo'ou

Two covers to the USA that were routed via Niuafo'ou to obtain Tin Can Mail cachets

This 4th August 1934 "Late Fee" cover from New Zealand to USA was sent via Niuafo'ou to receve Tin Can Canoe Mail cachets
_—
"Diseatepe
BY TIN CAN
CANOE MaAIL

The Tongan 2'%d. stamp, was applied either in New Zealand or Niuafo'ou for the privilege of getting
the cover back on board a ship, or perhaps to cover the postage for the whole journey from Niuafo'ou to USA.

This 1st December 1939 cover was addressed by Mr Rudy to the Post Office, Niuafo'ou, Tonga Per “TIN CAN MAIL® with his own return
address typed on the cover. The intention was for the cover to be carried by Tin Can Mail and receive a number of Tin Can Mail cachets.
It arrived in Niuafo'ou, was duly serviced and mailed back to Mr Rudy on 1st March 1940,

The Tongan 2Y:d. stamp, possibly applied in USA, covered the postage from Niuafo'ou back to Mr Rudy in America




3.6.2 Innovative covers routed via Niuafo'ou

A 1934 cover from New Zealand to China routed via Niuafo'ou to obtain Tin Can Mail cachets |

3.7 1934 South Seas Exploration Cruises

—

nte Uhe s from the Cruls Gtsame: *w. . 0000 T
Misafosa, e “Tin Omn Gland,” in the 7. 2an
Foup la Lak 184 B37 Bowth, Long. 1757 40 Wk

The Niuafo'ou postmark is indistinct, but the
enclosed letter from Timary, New Zealand is
dated 3rd August 1934

After receiving the Tin Can Mail cachets, the
cover then continued its journey to China
via Hong Kong.

The boxed manuscript mark reads “kwan”
shert for "Hoi kwan" meaning "Customs”.

The S. S. City of Los Angeles made two South Seas Exploration Cruises in 1934, Charles
Ramsay, after a two year absence, returned for his last two "swims" on both cruises.

The reverse of the cover (reduced)

NILAFOOU 1515

e

n the reverse of the cover is a receiving mark ﬂ‘-

r Victoria, Hong Kong for 3rd November 1934, O ‘/(MD.-.-J CMu/_a-ﬂ L

nd a Chinese receiving mark which translates
s Bth November.

The duration of the first crulse from 12th January 1934 was 40 days and over 12,000 miles, the ship returning
to Los Angeles on 21st February. The images below from the Cruise publicity brochure appear courtesy The
Huntington Library, San Marine, California.

Passenger prices, including shore excursions
and entertainment, ranged from %400 for an
inside cabin on C deck, sharing a public bath, up
to $2,000 for a de-luxe suite on A deck, with
private bath tub and tollet, The pre-advertised
itinerary was for the ship to call at Nukahiva -
Marquesas Islands - French Palynesia (20th
January), Tahiti - French Polynesia (22nd},
Raratonga - Cook Islands (26th), Muku'alofa -

Tonga (29th}, MNoumea - New Caledonia
(Znd February), Suva - Fiji {5th), Apia - British
Samoa (6th), Page Pago - American Samoa

(7th), Honolulu - Hawaii (14th), Hilo - Hawail
(15th) and Los Angeles (21st Charles Ramsay
joined the S.5. Los Angeles as Assistant Cruise
Director.

When approaching Niuafo'ou, over 2,000 items of
mail were sealed into two 40lb biscuit tins, and
thrown overboard and "swam" to Niuafo'ou by
Ramsay and the native swimmers.

N K. (i fu o
lox Angeles

i gu: TEH %E A.ls 40 days-Over 12,000 miles’
T e ... from $400 including

entertainment and share excuriions

s oA m u A

ELNINALY  eOuTH SEAS EXPLORATION CRUISE

© gty fhashroind o maerrino o b

5. 5. CITY OF LOS ANGELES




3.7 1934 South Seas Exploration Cruises 3.7 1934 South Seas Exploration Cruises

A photograph of the S. S. City of Los Angeles and two first South Seas Exploration Another South Seas Exploration Cruise cover to Green Bay, Wisconsin postmarked for
Cruise covers for 7th February and 16th April 1934 respectively 16th April 1934. Covering letter and original Wisconsin newspaper cutting about Tin Can Islan

Tin Can Island® Em—
One of the most isolated per-

This first cruise itinerary did not include Niuafo'ou (only Nuku'alofa, the capital of the Kingdom of Tonga).
Hawever, Charles Ramsay persuaded Captain E.R. Johanson to anchor off-shore at Niuafo'ou to deliver the mai
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& rarer cover to Paul .MMM’ L‘*‘

viefenderfer in American
samoa  with  manuscript
‘'First [Day] per S.S. City of
05 Angeles®

Reference 1. ML-31 Rarity O
with a circular Tin Can Mail
achet dated 7th February
1534,

Reference 1. C-17 Ranty D
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S 8. CITY OF LOS ANGELES

2OUTH SEAS EHSLOBATION SRUISE
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At Sas,
February 7th. 1934.

SBupt. of Education,

X : . : who It e o
eceiving backstamp for > Pago Pago, Tutuils, Cen Island Mailman." I am mailing this letter from the snip
*ago Pago 9th February. m:ﬂmﬁj‘!ﬁ; wdmm’_ﬁ,ﬁumd and instead of it being put on fthe dcex Tor

American Samoa

8 "5__’ 1 ] ) 4 s L
i |  the postal auchorities in the regulsr way, it
L will be placed in a sealad tin can and hrown
overboard whan we resca whs islend ol Miva
Fo'cu. 1 hes siways boen seus fELOPC 1N
this mannev; and oy the way, it ia aleo kroan
as Tin Can Islisnd lor fiis ressod. 1f mﬁa

I weathsr is suitavle, a M. Asmszy cn She City
i of Los Angelee” wili swim the can aguar?;

It cerbtsinly is an extroordinery Island.

It is not known why the
other type of cruise covers,

One of the ocTigors cf the “hip teld me thatb
such as this one, did not it 4s civenlar in ghape and nas & frash waser
. L e Y 1 v + - b !
receive a Niuafo'ou lake in ths ecnfer. ¥rom auove }--*rﬂ st loack
: 5 % = 3 fes g
postmark, but instead, like a large Goughnub. ‘Ie'i._j__._-oj_.,_:c.r):uc_ize
they have Honolulu The letter continues in manuscript on thet Fato L.q-._,[,gi-(giit 1.._;_4_;1, -.E)f: L.{_::h”--eﬂ
i - Jard bub ; in 19Ed wAs totally dostrcy
ma(l:hme cancels for 16th the reverse by an actire voleans. Or L7 1_”“& Pt t‘"r s
i M SA s Wl o & i i+tle white ehupch is tha sntire Telninlag
months after the end of the When white people get here they get Sl e Tia 1nppast yiiluga wow i3 fngoha
e S0 Ty, VP Gy EVeIy WK 10 WE K, o0 snd less than pal® & dozen shife naonle live
e . B ey e Popiara e 1
our letters are written for us, pretty there. I am carteinly loosilg IOIWEIL O

O | ) 7 sesing it.
sni;ﬂp? . Itis It.'\.ufei:IJar:.:l. y fest leave you for pow, but shall e
but this letter won't be mailed until Feb you more about it when I see you,

N . Mabel LM




3.7 1934 South Seas Exploration Cruises

The second S.S. City of Los Angeles 1934 South Seas Exploration cruise
carried 15,000 letters destined for Tin can Island

The second 1934 cruise left San Francisco on 27th June, and "Tin Can Island” was, this time, included in the
planned itinerary, arriving there on 24th July. The 44-day cruise arrived back in San Francisco on 10th August.

Wher the Matsan ¢ roiv d te Tin Can Lilnnd, Niafu, by
Lex Angeles loaves brere K mesengpers. Stamp collecters,
will sy 15,000 lellers, pictured with have rare Niafu stamp en
Mins Velma Arderinn at inp, te be des diipatzhed this maal |

A
[ be Mensparer ol ippine dated e 22, 1R, |

A 2nd 1934 Exploration cruise cover with a circular cachet, similar to the one on the 1st cruise, but now with

The text on this postcard -

When the Matson cruise liner City
of Los Angeles leaves here soon, its
holds will carry 15,000 letters
pictured with Miss Velma Anderson
at top, to be delivered to Tin Can
Isiand, Niafu (sic) by swimming
messengers. Stamp Colfectars
wishing to have rare Niafu (sic)
stamp on return mail have
dispatched this mail.

Newspaper clipping dated
22nd June 1934

"2nD" added. The Niuafo'ou date stamp is for August 13th 1934,

3.7 1934 South Seas Exploration Cruises

The second S.S. City of Los Angeles 1934 South Seas Exploration cruise

On the second cruise, the itinerary included Tin Can Island as listed in the cachet showing the planned route.
A typical cruise cover to Rochester, New York with the more common postmark written as 13 AUG 1934,

Jules Absles
Central Y.W.C.A.

Mr. Edw.Rosenberg Jr.,
1545 Ezst Ave.,
Hocheatar H.Y i

Ornginal U.S.A. newspaper reports from 5th
and 12th September 1934 (part only of the
latter is shown) about the second City of Los
Anaeles South Seas Exploration cruise

0.B.Carlson

900 Second St. o.,
8t. Cherles, 111,
U. 8. A.

The circular cachet with "2nD" added is Reference 1, C- 19a Ranty DD

£

B
E%g, £

L

THE SWIMMING MAIL-MAN OF
THE SOUTH SEAS 15 GREETED
BY.  SHIFS  OFFICERS  AND
PASSENGERS AFTER SWIMMING
HIS WATLERY MAIL ROUTE

It was reported that 16,000
(or was it 15,0007) items of
mail from Tin Can Island are
en route back to America

Charles Ramsay boarding
the S.S. Los Angeles on
its second cruise




3.7 1934 South Seas Exploration Cruises

Two covers posted on board the 5.5, City of Los Angeles on its second 1934 South Seas
Exploration cruise with the postmark date type as AUG 13 1934 instead of 13 Aug 1934

These two different covers are the only examples known to the author

A cover to Arverne, New York, with the itinerary cachet on the right. All others seen by the author have it on the le

TIN CAN-CANOE ISLAND. B

i

5'S City of Los Angeles
SECOND 1834
SOUTH SEAS
EXPLORATION CRUISE

Mr, Adolf B Bondy

Marguennns

e |
¥ - - Ttk
P.0.Box 93 || oo
Arverns, liew York ‘ 5
3.4, | 1
W Tim Can Inimnd
| Y ]
E — f
DISPAT || oo
"~ MATSON LINE
BY TIN CAN OCEANIC LINE
—~ i Uperators af regalar serviees
l;ANOE MAIL te Hawsii, Soulh Seas,
)

New Zowliod anid Ausbralin.

A cover to Honolulu, Hawaii, has the cruise itinerary cachet applied to a cover especially printed for the
American Pacific series of covers, sponsored by the Honolulu Stamp Co,. Hawaii.
The only one of its kind known to the author.
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3.7 1934 South Seas Exploration Cruises

| Two further covers posted on board the S. S. City of Los Angeles on its

second 1934 South Seas Exploration cruise

The second 1934 cruise covers are either dated 1st or 13th August, the former being the rarer of the twe
However, this cover to Enid, Oklahoma, is dated S5th August, and is the only cruise cover

known to the author with this date, and is not recorded by Janet Klug.
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5 8 Gy of Lév AAfeles
| SECOND 1934 .
| SOUTH SEAS s
|| EXPLORATION CRUISE
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ENTRRREEY

Hoabaslog

MATSON LINE
OCEANIC LINE
Operators ol regular swrwiess

to Hawsil, South Seas, . _\ﬁ‘/z x S-{z f!‘

New Zzalnad and Ausu

Austalis Spik (B, USA

5 5 City of Lon Angcle

SECOND 1834 o
SOUTH SE 5}"‘1"14
EXPLORATIQN®F 11

Maragussg=
Tuhicla‘{

# Tin Can Isiand
F Agpla, Samon
Pugo Pags

Hilo, Hewall
'H' ook
wmaTSON LINE
UCEANIC LINE
Operalory of regu.r rervices
te Bwwsii, 500 aen
New Realind wod  ori-iias
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Reference 1. C - 23b Rarity D



